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was made about midday, and the party supped and slept at Ware, getting to Cambridge on the afternoon of the next day. The roads were so bad that one in the company was sure to roll over in the mud during some part of the journey, and this was taken as a matter of course.
The record of amusements occupies an important proportion of space, and for the theatre and for social gatherings business was often thrown aside, but it was not necessarily neglected, as the diarist was a strong man, and would sit up half the night to make up his arrears.
THE STAGE.
The Diary is a mine of information respecting the his-
tory of the stage, and in it are to be found particulars which
are not mentioned elsewhere.    Pepys's criticisms on the
plays he saw acted are not always satisfactory, but he was
very judicious in the disposal of praise and blame on the
actors.    Betterton was his ideal of the perfect actor, and
all the references to him are of the greatest interest.    We
can trace in the Diary the various advances made in the
revival of the stage from the incipient attempts of Sir Will-
iam Davenant before the Restoration to the improvements
in scenery introduced by the rivalry of the two managers,
Davenant and Killigrew.    The perfection of these arrange-
ments is asserted by Tom Killigrew in the conversation he
had with Pepys on February i2th, 1666-67 : "He tells me
how the audience at his house is not above half so much as
it used to be before the late fire ... that the stage is now
by his pains a thousand times better and more glorious than
ever heretofore.    Now wax candles,  and many of them;
then not above slbs. of tallow: now all things civil, no
rudeness anywhere; then as in a bear garden: then two or
three fiddlers; now nine or ten of the best: then nothing
but rushes upon the ground, and anything else mean; and
now all otherwise."
^ public theatres were open in the afternoon, three o'clock being the usual hour for performance, and the plays were therefore usually acted by daylight during the summer. in the oldest theatres the pit was open to the sky, but in 9 p.m., performing in fifteen hours a journey which we can now do comfortably in an hour and a half. When horses were used, a large part of two days was occupied. A startistake, and that Pepys really went to the "Cock" infor our perusal.
